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1 . This action is responsive to the application filed on August 26, 2003. Claims 1- 
1 1 represent Network Device and Method. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office .action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-11, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hattig 
(U.S. Patent No. 6775244 B1). 

As per claim 1, Hattig teaches a network device comprising: a first connection 
section (Figure 1, item 20, where the first connection section is the bus 1394 interface 
configured to connect to the Office network) configured to be connected to a first 
network (Figure 1, item 16); a second connection section (Figure 1, item 19, where the 
second connection section is the bus 1394 interface configured to connect to the 
Bedroom network) configured to be connected to a second network different from the 
first network (Figure 1, item 14); a control section (the control section is internal and ) 
configured to detect equipment connected to the second network through the second 
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connection section (col. 3, lines 20-25) to generate identification information by which 
the detected equipment is added to the first network (col 3. lines 39-48), and to transmit 
the information to the first network through the first connection section (col. 3 lines 39- 
48, where transmitting the information to the first network is the broadcasting of the 
generated discovery information). 

As per claim 2, Hattig teaches a network device according to claim 1, wherein the 
control section comprises a reset section (col. 2, lines 60-65) configured to require 
reconstruction that equipment connected to the second network is added to the first 
network in a state where there is caused a change in any one of the number of 
equipment connected to the second network and information on the equipment 
connected to the second network (col. 2, lines 25-33). 

As per claim 3, Hattig teaches a network device according to claim 1, wherein the 
control section comprises a transfer section configured to receive data supplied from the 
first network through the first connection section, to specify equipment connected to the 
second network from identification information included in the data, and to transmit the 
data (requested discovery information) to the specified equipment (col. 3 lines 39-48). 

As per claim 4, Hattig teaches a network device according to claim 1 , wherein the 
control section comprises: a quantity detection section (within the discovery information) 
configured to detect the number of equipment connected to the second network through 
the second connection section (col. 3, lines 1-5); an assignment section (broadcast 
discovery, col. 3, lines 5-30), which configured to generate the same number of 
identification information as that of the equipment detected by the quantity detection 
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section (col. 3, lines 5-30), and to assign the information to the equipment connected to 
the second network, respectively (col. 3, lines 5-30); and a transmitting section (Figure 
5, proxy 47) configured to transmit the identification information generated by the 
assignment section to the first network through the first connection section (col. 3 lines 
39-48). 

As per claim 5, Hattig teaches a network device according to claim 4, wherein the 
control section comprises: an information collection section (Figure 3, step s305) 
configured to collect information on the equipment connected to the second network 
through the second connection section (col. 3 lines 24-33); and a reset section (col. 2, 
lines 60-65) configured to require reconstruction that the equipment connected to the 
second network is added to the first network in a state where there is caused a change 
in any one of the number of equipment detected by the quantity detection section and 
information which has been collected by the information collection section(col. 2, lines 
25-33). 

As per claim 6, Hattig teaches a network device according to claim 4, wherein the 
control section comprises: an information collection section (Figure 3, step s305) 
configured to collect information on equipment connected to the second network 
through the second connection section (col. 3 lines 23-29); a storage section (Figure 3, 
step S305) configured to store information collected by the information collection section 
and identification information generated by the assignment section in relation to each 
other (col. 3 lines 39-48); and a transfer section (Figure 5, proxy 47) configured to 
receive data supplied from the first network through the first connection section, to 
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specify equipment connected to the second network, using the identification information 
included in the data and the contents stored in the storage section, and to transmit the 
data to the specified equipment(col. 4 lines 24-49). 

As per claim 7, Hattig teaches a network method of making data transmission 
between a first network and a second network different from the first network, 
comprising: requiring construction by which equipment connected to the second 
network is added to the first network (col. 2, lines 25-30, where the construction is the 
adding of the a new device); and transmitting identification information (sends the 
discovery information), by which equipment connected to the second network is added 
to the first network, to the first network in a state where the construction is required (col. 
4, lines 40-49). 

As per claim 8, Hattig teaches a network method wherein the requiring 
construction is executed in a state where there is caused a change in any one of the 
number of equipment connected to the second network and information on the 
equipment connected to the second network (col. 2. lines 25-33). 

As per claim 9, Hattig teaches a network method further comprising receiving 
data supplied from the first network; specifying equipment connected to the second 
network from the identification information included in the data and transmitting the data 
to the specified equipment (col. 3, lines 20-30). 

As per claim 10, Hattig teaches a network method wherein the transmitting the 
identification information comprises: detecting the number of equipment connected to 
the second network (col. 3, lines 1-5); generating the same number of identification 
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information as that of the detected equipment (col. 3, lines 5-30) and assigning the 
identification information to the equipment connected to the second network (col. 3, 
lines 5-30); and transmitting the identification information, which have been assigned, to 
the first network (col. 3 lines 39-48).. 

As per claim 1 1 , Hattig teaches a network wherein the requiring construction is 
executed in a state where, after information on the equipment connected to the second 
network are collected, there is caused a change in any one of the collected information 
on the equipment and the detected number of the equipment (col. 2. lines 25-33). 

As per claim 12, Hattig teaches a network method further comprising collecting 
information on the equipment connected to the second network (col. 3, lines 1-5); 
storing the collected pieces of information and the assigned identification information in 
relation to each other (col. 4, lines 17-23); and receiving data supplied from the first 
network (col. 4, lines 17-23), specifying the equipment connected to the second 
network, using the stored contents from the identification information included in the 
data and transmitting the data to the specified equipment (col. 4, lines 41-49). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joiya Cloud whose telephone number is 571-270-1 146. 
The examiner can normally be reached Monday to Friday from on 7:30am-5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Vaughn can be reached on 571-272-3922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3922. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JMC 



William J. Vaughn 



Supervisory Patent Examiner 



October 13, 2006 
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